LifeGroup Discussion Guide 
Jesus Curious: “Brilliant!”
202604
Key Verse:  “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.”    Matthew 10:16

Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father,
Thank You for being a God who invites us to know You with both our hearts and our minds. You are truth, and You are not threatened by our questions or our doubts. As we gather today, give us clarity in our thinking, humility in our conversations, and love in the way we respond to one another.
Help us to grow in wisdom and discernment, to be thoughtful and curious, and to reflect the brilliance of Jesus in how we think and live. Create a space where honesty is welcomed, questions are safe, and Your Spirit leads us into deeper understanding.
Renew our minds and shape us to be people who love You fully—with all our heart, soul, and mind.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Sermon Recap
Many people assume faith requires turning off your brain—but Jesus models the opposite. He is deeply thoughtful, sharp, and discerning. Following Him means loving God not only with our hearts but also with our minds. Intellectual engagement isn’t a threat to faith—it’s part of worship.



1. What ideas from the sermon caught your attention?
Leader Insights
· This is an “on-ramp” question—keep it open and low-pressure. 
· Listen for themes like: 
· Faith vs. reason tension 
· Jesus as a thinker 
· Fear of hard questions 
· Affirm contributions. 

2. Loving God with Your Mind
Scripture: Mark 12:30
Question:
How does your view of God change when you realize He wants your intellect engaged?
Leader Insights
Context:
In first-century Judaism, loving God with your “mind” meant engaging your reasoning, memory, and understanding of Torah—not blind belief.
Key Points to Draw Out:
· God is not threatened by questions. 
· Intellectual curiosity can deepen worship. 
· Faith and reason are not enemies—they’re partners. 
Follow-up prompts:
· Have you ever felt like asking questions was discouraged? 
· What would it look like to “think as an act of worship”? 

3. Wise as Serpents
Scripture: Matthew 10:16
Question:
Why is intellectual sharpness a spiritual necessity today? How do you grow in your “serpent-ness”?
Leader Insights
Context:
Jesus sends His disciples into hostile environments (“wolves”). “Serpents” symbolized shrewdness, awareness, and strategic thinking—not evil.
Key Points:
· Discernment protects against deception (spiritual, cultural, relational). 
· Being naïve can cause real harm. 
· Wisdom is proactive, not reactive. 
Practical Growth Ideas:
· Ask better questions before believing claims 
· Study Scripture in context 
· Learn from wise voices, not just loud ones 

4. Knowledge Without Love
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:2
Question:
How do we keep intellectual sharpness from turning into cynicism or harshness?
Leader Insights
Context:
The Corinthian church prized knowledge and spiritual gifts—but often lacked humility and love.
Key Tension:
· Truth without love = arrogance 
· Love without truth = compromise 
Guide the Group Toward:
· Humility: “I might be wrong” 
· Tone matters as much as content 
· People > being right 
Watch for:
Participants venting about “those kinds of Christians.” Redirect toward self-reflection.

5. Discernment vs. Gullibility
Scripture: Proverbs 14:15
Question:
Where is the line between being “innocent as a dove” and being gullible?
Leader Insights
Context:
Proverbs contrasts wisdom (thoughtful discernment) with simplicity (uncritical acceptance).
Key Distinction:
· Innocence = purity of heart 
· Gullibility = lack of critical thinking 
Modern Application:
· Social media misinformation 
· “Spiritual-sounding” but unbiblical advice 
· Conspiracy thinking 
Helpful Grid:
Ask:
· Is it true? (evidence) 
· Is it biblical? (alignment with Scripture) 
· Is it wise? (fruit and impact) 

6. Renewing the Mind
Scripture: Romans 12:2
Question:
What is one practical way you can “feed” your mind better this week?
Leader Insights
Context:
“Renewal” implies ongoing reformation—not a one-time event.
Encourage Specificity:
· Replace passive scrolling with intentional learning 
· Read Scripture with a study tool 
· Listen to a thoughtful sermon or podcast 
· Memorize and meditate on a verse 
Push gently:
Vague answers (“read more”) → ask “what exactly, when?”

7. Being Safe for Questions
Question:
Are you “safe” for skeptical friends, or do you tend to get defensive?
Leader Insights
Context:
Jesus welcomed questions—even hostile ones—and responded thoughtfully, not defensively.
Key Traits of “Safe People”:
· They listen fully before responding 
· They don’t panic at doubt 
· They admit when they don’t know 
Challenge the Group:
· Defensiveness often reveals insecurity, not strength 
· You don’t have to “win” every conversation 

8. Mercy for Doubt
Scripture: Jude 1:22
Question:
What is one hard question about faith you’ve been afraid to ask? How can the group help?
Leader Insights
Context:
Early Christians faced doubts under pressure and persecution. Mercy—not judgment—was the response.
Create Safety:
· Model vulnerability first as a leader if needed 
· Normalize doubt as part of growth 
· Avoid rushing to “fix” every question 
Important:
If deep or complex questions arise:
· Affirm the question 
· Offer to explore it together over time 
· Recommend trusted resources if needed


