
	LifeGroup Study
Jesus Curious : Brilliant!

	
Sermon Summary
Many people believe that following Jesus requires an intellectual lobotomy. That to have faith, you must stop asking hard questions. But the Gospels show us a Jesus who was the most brilliant thinker to ever live. He wants his disciples to be thinkers too. God gave us a mind and we are to worship Him with it. 


KEY VERSE 
Matthew 10:16 - "Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves."


SERMON NOTES
https://bible.com/events/49598081

	
	DISCUSSION GUIDE
1. What ideas from the sermon caught your attention?
2. We often hear that faith is the opposite of reason. However, in Mark 12:30, Jesus commands us to love God with all our mind. How does your view of God change when you realize He wants your intellect engaged?
3. Jesus tells us to be "wise as serpents" (Matthew 10:16). In ancient contexts, serpents were seen as keenly observant and calculating. In a world full of "wolves" (scams, manipulative leaders, or toxic ideologies), why is intellectual sharpness a spiritual necessity? How do you grow in your “serpent-ness”? 
4. 1 Corinthians 13:2 warns that even if we have all knowledge but don't have love, we are nothing. We’ve all met "intellectual Christians" who are right but mean-spirited. How do we keep our "serpent-like" sharpness from turning into accidental cynicism?
5. Proverbs 14:15 says, "The simpleton believes anything, but the prudent give thought to their steps." Many well-meaning Christians fall for conspiracy theories or bad "spiritual" advice because they think skepticism is ungodly. Where is the line between being "innocent as a dove" and just being gullible?
6. Romans 12:2 says we are transformed by the "renewal of our mind. What is one practical way you can "feed" your mind better this week?
7. People are often attracted to believers who aren't afraid of difficult conversations. Are you "safe" for your skeptical friends to bring their hardest questions to, or do you tend to get defensive?
8. Jude 1:22 tells us to "have mercy on those who doubt." If Christianity is reasonable, then doubt isn't a sin; it’s an invitation to dig deeper. What is one "hard question" about faith you’ve been afraid to ask? How can the group help you find a reasoned answer?


CLOSING PRAYER
Pray specifically for the skeptics and seekers in your lives. Ask that God would make your group a "safe place for hard questions" and that your own intellectual integrity would be a magnet that draws people toward Jesus, the Truth.



