LifeGroup Study

What We Talk About...The Cross : The Victory of the King

SERMON SUMMARY

The Cross is often viewed
solely as a rescue mission for
individual souls, but the New
Testament presents it as
something far more cosmic.
It is the coronation of the
true King. The Crucifixion is
the moment Jesus engages
and disarms the "powers and
principalities" (sin, death,
evil). By refusing to meet
earthly violence with earthly
power, Jesus subverts the
very definition of "victory,"
establishing a Kingdom
where the throne is a cross
and the crown is made of
thorns.

KEY VERSE

Colossians 2:15

"And having disarmed the
powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of
them, triumphing over them
by the cross."

SERMON NOTES

https://www.bible.com/events/
49576988

DISCUSSION GUIDE

—_

What ideas from the sermon caught your attention?

2. We are up against "the Powers"—systemic evils like racism, greed, or
addiction that feel bigger than any one person. Where do you see these
"powers" operating in our city today, and what does it mean to believe
they have already been defeated?

3. Ifthe Cross is Jesus' actual enthronement, how does this change the
way you view "weakness" or "failure" in your own life?

4. Earthly kings rule by coercion and force, but Jesus rules by self-giving
love. In what specific area of your life (work, family, social media) are you
most tempted to use "earthly" power to get your way instead of "cross-
shaped" love?

5. Paul writes that Jesus made a "public spectacle" of the powers. Since
the world saw a dying criminal, but faith sees a victorious King, how can
we help each other see God's "hidden" victories when things look
bleak?

6. If Jesus is the reigning King right now, not just a future King, how should
that change your "allegiance" to political parties, national identity, or
even your own career goals?

7. Read Hebrews 2:14-15. Jesus died to free those who were held in
slavery by the fear of death. How would your daily decisions change if
you were truly, 100% unafraid of dying?

8. Can you share atime when a "loss" or a period of suffering actually led
to a spiritual breakthrough or "victory" in your character?

9. Ifthe King's primary weapon is forgiveness, how does practicing
"radical forgiveness" toward someone who doesn't deserve it act as a
"triumph" over evil in your specific situation?

10. We live in the tension where the King has won, but the sin, death and

evil are not yet destroyed. When you feel overwhelmed by news

headlines, how does the "Jesus as King” perspective provide a different
kind of hope than mere optimism?

CLOSING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, our Victorious King, and merciful Savior. We confess the 'powers'
that still hold sway in our hearts; fear, pride, and the desire for control. We ask
that the victory You won on the Cross would become a reality in our lives
today. Break the chains of our old loyalties and help us live as free citizens of
Your Kingdom. Amen.



