Creekside LifeGroup Leader Guide

Apocalypse of Hope: All Things New

Revelation 21-22

Big Idea for Leaders

Revelation 21-22 is not about escaping earth but about God renewing it. The Christian life is
not passive waiting but active witness. We live now as citizens of the coming New Jerusalem—
bridges between the broken present and the healed future.

1. What ideas from the sermon caught your attention?

Leader Insights:

o Listen for themes of renewal vs. escape, citizenship of the future, heaven coming
down, and faithful witness.
e Some may resonate with the idea that Christianity is not evacuation but restoration.
e Others may be struck by the political undertones: God's kingdom contrasted with
empire.
e |If discussion stalls, prompt:
o What felt hopeful?
o What felt challenging?
o What corrected something you previously assumed?

Goal: Surface initial reactions and begin identifying assumptions about heaven and the future.

2. Revelation 21:1-3 - If God’s ultimate goal is to live here,
how does that challenge the idea that our “real home” is a
faraway heaven?

Leader Insights:



e Many Christians subconsciously hold a Platonic view: earth bad, heaven good.

e Revelation presents renewed creation, not abandonment of creation.

e God doesn’t scrap creation; He redeems it.

e “Our real home” is not escape from matter but restored communion with God in a
healed world.

You may highlight:
e Incarnation (God comes here).
e Resurrection (bodily future).

e New Jerusalem descending.

Key Theological Shift:
Heaven is not the final destination—new creation is.

Encourage reflection:

e How might this change how we care about justice, creation, or community now?
o If this world matters to God, it should matter to us.

3. Revelation 21:4 — What are the “tears” in our society that
only God’s kingship can truly dry?

Leader Insights:
Encourage them to think beyond personal pain to systemic brokenness:
Possible “tears”:

e Death and disease

e Racial injustice

e Loneliness epidemic

e Anxiety and mental health crises
e Exploitation and war

e Addiction

e Abuse of power

Guide the conversation carefully:

e Politics and technology can reduce suffering, but they cannot eliminate death, sin, or
moral evil.



e The Empire (Rome then, modern powers now) promises security but cannot conquer
death.

Pastoral note:
This is a good moment to validate real pain in the room.

4. The gates never close (21:25). Who is “outside” your circle
that you could practice open-gate hospitality toward?

Leader Insights:
In ancient cities, gates closed for protection. Open gates signal:
e Nothreat
e Radical safety
e Ongoing welcome
This is not universalism (since 21:8 speaks of exclusion), but it is expansive hospitality.
Help the group think practically:
e Neighbor they avoid
e Co-worker with different beliefs
e Someone politically different
e Someone socially awkward

e Someone who feels spiritually unworthy

Leadership Note:
Push beyond abstract kindness toward specific names.

5. Revelation 21:8 — Where are you tempted to compromise
your faith to maintain comfort?

Leader Insights:

Context: “Cowardly” and “faithless” referred to Christians who avoided persecution by aligning
with Rome.



Modern parallels:

e Staying silent about faith to avoid awkwardness
e Ethical compromise at work

e Adopting cultural values uncritically

e Softening convictions to gain approval

e Prioritizing comfort over obedience

Avoid shaming tone. This is about self-examination, not accusation.

Helpful reframing:
Faithfulness often looks like quiet courage in ordinary settings.

6. Revelation 22:4 — How would believing you are headed
toward an unshielded encounter with God’s face change your
anxieties?
Leader Insights:
“To see His face” is ultimate intimacy and security.
Encourage reflection on:
e Fear of the future
e Career uncertainty
e Health anxiety
e Cultural instability
e Death
If our future is secure in God’s unveiled presence:
e We don’t need to grasp for control.
e We don’t need to win every cultural argument.

e We don't need to fear scarcity.

Pastoral angle:
Assurance of God’s face reframes temporary fears.



7. Revelation 22:5 — Exercising “rule” in a Lamb-like way

Leader Insights:
Contrast two leadership models in Revelation:

o The Beast: coercive, self-protective, domineering.
e The Lamb: self-giving, sacrificial, faithful.

Help participants identify their spheres of influence:
e Parenting
e Marriage
e Workplace leadership
e Volunteer roles

e Social media presence
e Community involvement

Ask:
e Dol lead through fear or love?
e Dol protect my power or empower others?

e Dol sacrifice for others’ good?

Key Point:
Christian authority looks like Jesus washing feet.

8. “Come, Lord Jesus” — What does it mean to pray this?

Leader Insights:
“Maranatha” is not escapism; it is:
e Alonging for justice.
e Acry for healing.
e A protest against evil.
e A declaration of hope.

Explore:

e What injustice are you longing to see undone?



e What personal pain makes you pray this?
e What broken system makes you say, “Come”?

The tension:

We pray for His coming

AND

We live faithfully until He comes.

Encourage balance:
¢ Not passive waiting.

¢ Not anxious striving.
e Faithful presence.

Closing Leader Encouragement

Revelation 21-22 is not speculation about the end.
It is formation for the present.

We are:

o Citizens of the future.
e Witnesses in the present.
e Bridges between what is and what will be.

End your group by praying together:

e For courage not to compromise.
e For hope in suffering.

e For open-gate hospitality.

e For Lamb-like leadership.

e For the coming of the King.

Maranatha. Come, Lord Jesus.



