
 

LifeGroup Study 
Apocalypse of Hope : Seduced & Squeezed 

SERMON SUMMARY 

The message of Revelation 
to the seven churches is not 
primarily a warning against 
external persecution, but a 
wake-up call regarding 
internal seduction. The 
enemy seeks to move us 
from being "faithful 
witnesses" to "compromised 
participants." 

We are called to a "holy 
defiance," resting in the truth 
that our identity is not found 
in what we can buy or sell, 
but in who we belong to. 

 

KEY VERSE  

Revelation 2:17 (NIV) 

To the one who is 
victorious, I will give some of 
the hidden manna. I will also 
give that person a white 
stone with a new 
name written on it, known 
only to the one who receives 
it. 

 

SERMON NOTES 

https://bible.com/events/495
53447 

 DISCUSSION GUIDE 

1. What ideas from the sermon caught your attention? 
2. In the early church, Christians were often squeezed by their society to 

participate in pagan rituals just to keep their jobs. In your current job, 
school, or social circle, where do you feel a "squeeze" to compromise 
your Christian values just to "stay in the game" or keep your status? 

3. Read Revelation 2:18-29. In the city of Thyatira, some leaders taught 
that you could participate in the corrupt "system" of the world during 
the week as long as you remained a Christian in private. What are some 
modern systems (like corporate culture, social media trends, or 
consumerism) that tempt us to act one way on Sunday and a completely 
different way on Monday? 

4. In the Old Testament, an enemy named Balaam realized he couldn't 
defeat God’s people through a direct curse, so he used seduction to 
lead them into sin from the inside instead. Why do you think 
"seduction" (the slow fade into worldly habits) is often more dangerous 
to our faith than "persecution" (direct attacks)? 

5. Revelation calls believers to be "victorious," which often requires giving 
up worldly security for the sake of following Jesus. If standing firm in 
your faith meant losing a promotion, a major convenience, or a specific 
social invitation, which would be the hardest for you to give up? 

6. Jesus offers "Hidden Manna" (divine, spiritual food) to those who refuse 
to eat the meat offered to idols at pagan festivals. What is one way 
Jesus has provided you with "spiritual food" or internal peace that the 
world’s entertainment and "feasts" simply couldn't provide? 

7. In ancient times, a "white stone" was an admission ticket to exclusive 
banquets. Christians were often "black-balled" (excluded) from society, 
but Jesus promised them His own "white stone" for the ultimate 
heavenly feast. When have you felt "excluded" or left out because of 
your convictions? How does the promise of God's future "banquet" 
change how you feel about that rejection? 

8. Does focusing on God’s protection through obedience change the way 
you view the "scary" things happening in the world today? Why or why 
not? 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Visualize the "White Stone" Jesus offers. Your VIP ticket to His eternal banquet.  

Ask God: Is there any 'table' I am trying to sit at right now that requires me to 
leave You behind?" Listen for a moment, then have someone pray on behalf of 
the group for the courage to "lose" that seat in exchange for the one Jesus has 
prepared for you. 
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