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PARTICIPANT NOTES 
 
OVERVIEW 
Welcome back to our LifeGroup study – WITH.  Throughout this series we’ve talked about how 
a temple is the place where Heaven and Earth are united.  In the beginning this place was the 
Garden of Eden.  After the fall it was the Tabernacle followed by the Temple in Jerusalem.  Then 
it was Jesus who came and declared that he was the new temple of God on earth.  Today we’ll 
be looking at the next part of the story where God’s people, the church, become his temple. 
 
ICEBREAKER     

• What is the best experience you’ve ever had as part of the church?   
• If you haven’t been a part of the church very long, what is your favorite family memory? 
• What made these experiences or moments so special? 

 
STUDY 
 

1. On Sunday Pete talked about how the church is now the temple of God.  We are like 
walking portals that are places where heaven and earth have been united.  What was a 
highlight or key insight for you from Pete’s sermon? 

 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

 
What are the basic points Paul is making in these two verses? 

 
God is protective of his church/temple in this passage.  Why do you think Paul uses such 
strong language to describe God’s passion for his temple? 

 
3. Read Ephesians 2:11-21 

 
Talk with your group about what stands out to you from this passage.  How would you 
summarize what this passage is saying? 

 
4. Sometimes we overemphasize the personal aspect of salvation and lose the corporate 

reality that we are being saved into a community, a family, a temple for God to live in. 
How would your life be different if you embraced the corporate aspect of your 
salvation? 

 
 
 



5. Throughout the series we’ve been emphasizing that the story of the Bible is the story 
about the God who longs to dwell WITH human beings.  How has this series helped you 
to see that this is a major theme in the Christian story?  How has this series helped you 
make changes in how you think about Christianity? What are some ways you would 
share it with someone else?  

 
EXPERIENCING GOD:   
Read Revelation 21:1-5 together.   

Notice that in this passage John describes the extraordinary new City of God.  In this new city 
there is no temple because Jesus will be right there with us, his people.  In this passage we have 
a strong declaration that God will dwell with us once again just like he did in the Garden of 
Eden. “He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” then he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” (v.5) 
 
Reflecting back to week one of this series, observe the foreshadow that takes place from our 
reading in Genesis 2:10, “A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was 
separated into four headwaters.” Pete reminded us that “four” in the bible is the symbol of the 
four corners of the earth.  We find a bookend to the temple theme from Genesis to Revelation, 
in Revelation 22:17, “The spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” 
Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of 
life. 
 
After reading and talking about these verses spend some time expressing your hope for the day 
when this will be a reality.   
 

PRAYER 
This week, let’s focus our prayer on our Celebrate Recovery ministry.  Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-centered 12 Step Program designed to help us overcome any hurt, hang-up & habit.  
Celebration Place is a group for children ages 6-12yrs, that runs alongside Celebrate Recovery, 
where children can also learn how to heal from their own hurts, hang-ups and habits. 

Celebration Place: 
Additional volunteers, specifically so that we can open CP nursery. 
That God’s message will be imprinted on the hearts and minds of the kids we work with, and used to 
transform their lives as learn to follow Jesus. 
 
Celebrate Recovery: for the Newcomers and those that are feeling the prompting to come join us on 
Friday nights but haven't made it through the door yet. That God would give them the courage to keep 
coming back or to come for the first time. 
 
Prayer for more volunteers and leaders to join us so we can launch cafe and provide more 
transportation options in the new year. 
 


